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THE NATIONAL SOLAR ENERGY FEDERATION OF INDIA (NSEFI) HOSTED
A CONFERENCE ON “WOMEN IN ENERGY: EMPOWERING INDIA”

On November 21, 2022, The National Solar Energy
Federation of India (NSEFI) hosted a conference on
"Women in Energy : Empowering India". The NSEFT
event provided a venue for bringing together female
stakeholders from various fields, positions and sectors
to gain a comprehensive understanding of how the
renewable energy industry provides a forum on talking
about women's involvement.

No energy is bigger than Women's energy," said
Pranav R Mehta, Chairman of NSEFI, in his opening
remarks. "Women play an important role in all sectors to
bring about the transformation.

Hon'ble Nirmala Sitharaman, Minister of Finance
and Corporate Affairs for the Government of India,
graced the occasion. In her inaugural speech, the finance
minister noted that the nation's attention has switched
from women's development to women-led
development.

“Women should be in the Center of Energy
Transition and drive India's Renewable Energy Journey
Growth Story" she said. To do this, the government and
many groups are working round the clock to include
women in every important sector and to bring about
systemic reforms to society's means of subsistence that
are focused on maximising women's access to energy,
education, and ease of doing business.

The Women in Solar Energy (WISE) portal was also
inaugurated by the honourable Finance Minister. All
women seeking direction to work in the energy field and
investigating job opportunities can use the Women in
Solar Energy Portal as a resource. Leading female
professionals in the solar energy industry are also
included on this portal as mentors who will guide
women who want to pursue professions in the solar
energy business. The honourable Finance Minister also
spoke to women entrepreneurs and beneficiaries in the
energy sector who are active in rural communities and
spreading the energy transition there.

Dr. Vandana Kumar, Additional Secretary of the
Rajya Sabha and former Additional Secretary of the
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Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, as well as Mrs,
Suman Sharma, Managing Director of Solar Energy Co-
operation of India Ltd., were also guest speakers at the
event.

A team of Seven (07) women Engineers / Officers
from RE-P&P department and other dept of Mahagenco
attended the event and represented Mahagenco at the
forum. They also interacted with women professionals
from other companies and other arena like farmers using
Solar Energy in farming to discuss about Mahagenco's
contribution in the Renewable Energy sector.

The Mahagenco team discussed various issues faced
by Mahagenco during and after land acquisition for solar
projects until its implementation, like local hindrances
and post-implementation problems in Chief Minister
Agriculture Feeder Scheme projects related to grid
failure and trippings associated with 11 KV evacuation.
They also requested the policy makers in the forum to
amend policies regarding evacuation levels for 5 MW
and above projects so that these problems could be
resolved.

During the deliberations, Dr. Vandana Kumar,
Additional Secretary of the Rajya Sabha keenly
interacted on "One Nation, One Net Metering Policy"
on the lines of "One Sun, One Grid" agenda to promote
Solar rooftops in India. This event provided a venue for
bringing together female stakeholders from various
fields, positions, and sectors to gain a comprehensive
understanding of how the renewable energy industry
provides a forum on talking about women's
involvement.

The conference saw a wide women participation
from all the stakeholders in the energy sector (About
180 delegates and speakers). The insights from
agricultural women working tirelessly in the sector was
the highlight of the event. The view of the policy makers
in the 75th year of independent India about women's
contribution in energy was commendable and has put lot
of expectations in terms of women led development in
the RE sector.
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